
2017 Gala Dinner and Silent Auction

Saturday, May 6, 2017
Westin Bonaventure Hotel and Suites

404 South Figueroa Street
Los Angeles, CA 90071

5:00 p.m. 
Silent Auction and Reception

7:00 p.m. 
Dinner and Program

For more information about parking, hotel rates, 
and silent auction, visit janm.org/dinner2017.

#JANMgala



IRENE HIRANO 
INOUYE 

Life Achievement Award 

Irene Hirano Inouye was 
appointed Executive Director of 
the Japanese American National 

Museum in 1988, as it was 
preparing to restore the former 

Nishi Hongwanji Buddhist 
Temple as the museum’s first 
home. She also oversaw the 
construction and opening of 

the museum’s current Pavilion 
building in 1999, and led JANM 
through its early establishment 

until her departure in 2009. 
She is currently President of the 

U.S.–Japan Council.

BRUCE  T. KAJI
Legacy Award 

Bruce T. Kaji was Chairman 
and President of Merit Savings 
Bank when he led a group of 
local businessmen seeking to 

create a museum in the 1980s. 
He recruited volunteers and 
persuaded public officials to 

support the cause of building 
the Japanese American National 

Museum. His ability to bring 
people together was integral to 
the founding of the institution 

and set the tone of collaboration 
that continues to be a hallmark of 

the museum. 

TOM IKEDA
Founders’ Award 

Tom Ikeda is the founding 
Executive Director of Densho, 
which uses digital technology 

to preserve and make accessible 
primary source materials on the 
World War II incarceration of 

Japanese Americans. 
Densho presents these materials 

and related resources for 
their historic value and as a 
means of exploring issues of 

democracy, intolerance, wartime 
hysteria, civil rights and the 

responsibilities of citizenship in 
our increasingly global society.

Reconnecting with the Past, Forging Our Future will celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 

Japanese American National Museum opening its doors to the public by looking back 

at key visionary individuals and foundations that have provided support for JANM, 

especially in its early days. The evening will also articulate the museum’s role in today’s 

complex world in which civil rights and social justice are still not equal for all, and 

how JANM sees itself continuing to effect positive change 75 years after President 

Franklin Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, ultimately leading to the incarceration 

of more than 120,000 individuals of Japanese ancestry during World War II.

HONORING
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DINNER SPONSORS

PRESENTING SPONSOR
Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc.

DIAMOND SPONSORS
American Airlines
Irene Hirano Inouye
Northrop Grumman Corporation
Guy & Audrey Watanabe

EMERALD SPONSOR
Kaji & Associates 

PLATINUM SPONSORS
Capital Group / Kari Nakama / Kristine 
Nishiyama
Deloitte
Ken & Jo Ann Hamamura
Ito-En (North America) Inc.
JANM Hawai‘i Leadership
The Kagawa Foundation 
Kawaguchi–Kihara Memorial Foundation
Nikki Kodama & Family
KPMG LLP
Mitsubishi Corporation (Americas)

S IGNATURE SPONSORS
Aratani Foundation

MUFG Union Bank, N.A. 
Sony

GOLD SPONSORS
Acacia Wealth Advisors at Hightower
Bank of the West
Cooley LLP / Koji Fukumura & Angela 

Hansen
EY 
Bob & Carolyn Fujioka
Leslie Furukawa & John Hayashi
Frank & Betty Hiji
Japan House Los Angeles
Randall Lee & Stella Jeong
Lockton Insurance Brokers, LLC 
Peck / Mizokami Family
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Mrs. Johnny Sakioka & Family
Wendy Shiba & Lawrence Pittman
Sumitomo Corporation of Americas 

Foundation
U.S.–Japan Council 
Gordon Yamate & Deborah Shiba, DDS
The Yuki Family 

S ILVER SPONSORS
California Bank & Trust
Carelife Home Care
Different Roads to Learning 
Douglas M. Goto
Stephen Kurumada, DDS

Deni & Norman Mineta
Miyako Hotel Los Angeles
Bob & Akiko Moriguchi 
Sushi Gen
George & Brad Takei
Rena Miwako Wheaton & Peter Haviland
Yamagata Foundation 

BRONZE SPONSORS
Aon Risk Solutions
California Community Foundation
Kathryn A. Bannai & Robert M. Miura
Grant Thornton LLP
The J. Morey Company, Inc. Insurance 

Agents & Brokers
JANM Volunteers
Kintetsu World Express (U.S.A.), Inc. / 

Kintetsu International Express (U.S.A.), Inc.
Carol Komatsuka, Dennis Babamoto & 

Friends
Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation 

Authority (METRO)
Mitsui & Co. (U.S.A.), Inc.
In Memory of Reiso & Shizuka Miyamoto
Richard Murakami
Quigley & Miron
Sansei Legacy
Tashiro Family
Tokio Marine America

University of Southern California
Yamagata Foundation 
Frank & Helen Yamakoshi

COMMUNITY SPONSORS
Go For Broke National Education Center
JANM Volunteers
Japanese American Cultural & Community 

Center
Japanese American Medical Association
Keiro HealthCare Services
UCLA Terasaki Center for Japanese Studies

BID FOR EDUCATION 
LEADERS
Daniel K. Inouye Institute 
Ito-En (North America) Inc. 
Kishimoto Family Foundation 
Nikki Kodama & Family 

DINNER JOURNAL 
SPONSOR
American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

As of March 9, 2017
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GALA DINNER COMMITTEE

CO-CHAIRS
Gene Kanamori Wendy Shiba
JANM Board of Governors Vice Chair, JANM Board of Trustees

MEMBERS

Yuiko Tanaka Cervantes
MUFG Union Bank, N.A.

Tracey Doi
JANM Board of Governors
Toyota Motor North America

Leslie Furukawa, Esq.
JANM Board of Trustees
Gomez & Furukawa

Meloni Hallock
JANM Board of Trustees
Acacia Wealth Advisors

Jo Ann Hamamura
JANM Volunteer

Linda Horioka
JANM Board of Trustees

Brian H. Itagaki, MD
Japanese American Medical Association

Yuko Kaifu
Japan House

Tammie Kanda
JANM Board of Governors
Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc.

Stephen Kurumada, DDS
JANM Board of Governors
Kurumada & Associates

Mari J. Kuwabara
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Janet Chikami Maloney
JANM Volunteer

Nancy Matsui
JANM Board of Governors
American Airlines

Brian Murphy
Deloitte & Touche LLP

Irene Nakagawa
JANM Volunteer

Kari Nakama
JANM Volunteer
Capital Group

Michael Okabayashi
EY

Yasuyuki Suzuki
Kintetsu Enterprises Company of America

Teri Tanimura
JANM Volunteer

Jeffrey Tom
KPMG LLP

Craig Tomiyoshi
IW Group

Ann Burroughs
Interim President and CEO
Japanese American National Museum


