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TOM IKEDA is the founding executive director of Densho, a Seattle-based organization that utilizes digital
technology to preserve and make accessible primary materials from the World War II mass incarceration

of Japanese Americans. Ikeda was inspired to help launch Densho (which roughly translates as “to pass on
to the next generation”) after participating in a series of oral history interviews with Nisei who had lived
through the war. In general, the Nisei were stoic and reluctant to discuss their experiences, which often
included the loss of their homes and their family businesses and racist treatment from their government and
other Americans. “What I could now see was that these hidden stories of being rejected by their frightened
country were a source of deep pain and suffering,” Ikeda recalled.

A Sansei whose own parents and grandparents were imprisoned in the Minidoka, Idaho, concentration camp,
Ikeda, with support from the Japanese American Chamber of Commerce of Washington State and others,
created Densho in 1996. The organization specializes in recording and digitizing oral histories from those who
lived through the World War II experience. Ikeda himself has conducted over 200 interviews. “The stories
Densho has collected for the past 20 years put faces, names, and emotional responses to a part of our history
that many Americans would just as soon forget,” Tkeda
explained. “Densho’s mission is to share these stories so we
remember the mistakes of the past, and promote equity and
justice over racism and bigotry today and in the future.” The JANM Founders’ Award
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